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ABOUT

The Lubbock
Book Festival

Welcome to the Lubbock Book Festival! We're so glad you're
here.
This event is co-hosted by Literacy Lubbock and Lubbock
Public Libraries, with primary sponsorship provided by H-E-B.
We're so blessed to be back for Chapter Two of the Lubbock
Book Festival, and if you're here, we have an inkling that you
might be a bookworm.
In which case, we'd like to tell you a bit about the festival.
This event is a fundraiser, with the proceeds going toward
Literacy Lubbock. They're a local nonprofit and a United Way
partner agency with a very simple goal: to change lives
through literacy. Sadly, as of 2022, estimates show that
nearly 13% of the people living in Lubbock County are
illiterate. Just let that sink in for a moment. 1 out of every 8
people in our city can't read.
To that end, Literacy Lubbock provides FREE educational
opportunities for our fellow Lubbock neighbors. Whether it's
learning how to read for the first time, learning English as a
second language, or getting tutoring help to finally pass the
GED High School Equivalency Test, we're here to help! And by
having a fundraising event like this, we can keep those
programs free for the people who truly need them.
So Literacy Lubbock and the Lubbock Libraries teamed up
with other bookworms in our community, such as LHUCA,
Caprock Writers Alliance, Wild Lark Books, 2nd and Charles,
and others for some assistance. And they answered the call!
Together, we've toiled away to bring you the absolute best
book festival possible! We have a smattering of local authors,
all talented writers in a myriad of genres, for your pleasure.
We hope you enjoy!
And if you'd like to learn more about these organizations,
please don't hesitate to reach out! Have a stellar weekend!
And enjoy the Festival!
Literacy Lubbock: https://literacylubbock.org/
Lubbock Public Libraries:
https://ci.lubbock.tx.us/departments/library
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Panels
Saturday

10:15 - 11:15

Between the Sheets: The Agony Art of the
Book Cover

You shouldn’t judge a book by its cover…unless, you
know, it IS actually a book. Book covers are the tools
authors use to convey genre, tone, and theme to their
readers. It’s often the first impression a writer has with
a reader. And it’s crucial in that make-or-break
moment when that reader decides whether or not to
pick up that book. An author’s commercial success
hinges on having an eye-catching book cover, so what
does it take to make a cover that sells?

Saturday

11:30 - 12:30

Tough Talks: Writing About Tender Topics

It’s a volatile world out there. With people quick to
flock to social media to share their likes, dislikes, and
everything in between, how does an author write
about sensitive issues? And how do they connect with
readers in a meaningful, personal, and powerful way
to tell the story living inside them… especially when
their story might not resonate with everyone?

Saturday

12:45 - 1:45

Join the dynamite team of Dr. Bryan Hotchkins,
Brandi Willis Schrieber, and Dr. Norman Shulman as
they explore the act of writing these tough talks and
sensitive issues in their books. Moderated by Lance
Stanford.

The Murder Panel: Women Getting Away with
Murder

Could you get away with murder? For our powerhouse
cohort of female authors, they do… in their books.
Whether its cozy mysteries, supernatural private
investigators, or retellings of famous sleuths, our
panelists concoct tantalizing mysteries full of red
herrings, false leads, and grand reveals.
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Young adult fantasy author (and book cover
commissioner) Eliza Lainn and romance author (and
book cover whiz) Shannon Myers discuss all the
details, tidbits, and agony that goes into making a
bestselling book cover!

NY Times and USA Today bestselling author Darynda
Jones, USA Today and Wall Street Journal bestselling
author Kim Hunt Harris, and award-winning writer
Will Brandon discuss the devilishly complex webs
they weave to make a scintillating mystery novel.
Moderated by Elizabeth Laughlin.

Panels
Saturday

2:00 - 3:00

More Than Words: Storytelling Through
Unconventional Mediums

There’s more than one way to tell a story. While the
written word is one of the most common mediums of
storytelling today, it’s not the only one. Stories can be
found in the most unlikeliest of places, and our
panelists use the unconventional mediums to tell
their tales.

Saturday

3:15 - 4:15

All the Questions You Ever Wanted to Ask: The
Publishing Industry from the Perspective of
Publisher, Editor, and Author

Between writing, querying, acquisitions, contracts,
edits, proofreading, galleys, and ARCs, (just to name a
few!) the publishing process can be convoluted,
confusing, and quite frankly, crazy. But never fear! If
you’ve ever been interested in how a story goes from
an idea to a finished book, Book Puma from Blue
Handle Publishing is here to demystify the process.
XXX

Saturday

4:15 - 5:45

Comic author and podcast superstar Lance Stanford
joins hotshot Dungeons & Dragons DM (dungeon
master) Justin Rivas and photographer/author
virtuoso Jaqueline E. Smith as they explore
storytelling, mediums, and narrative voice in unusual
forms.

And better yet, they have three different viewpoints
for an in-depth examination!
Experienced editor and author Rick Treon chats with
budding author Jordan Reed and award-winning
author Andrew J Brandt to dish about the ins and
outs of the publishing industry.

Book Readings

Laura Drake

Brian DiNuzzo

James Stoddard

FOURTYNINETH

Daniel García Ordaz

Jacqueline E. Smith

Gigi Cheng

Will Brandon
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Panels
Sunday

1:15 – 2:00

What's Your Favorite Book: A Book-Themed
Kids Say the Darndest Things!

Join Hexaboros Games founder Michael Laughlin as
he chats with kids in the audience about their favorite
books, the stories they love, and what reading means
to them. Parents, make sure to have your cameras
ready! This program is bound to be an adorable bookthemed rendition of Kids Say the Darndest Things!

Sunday

2:30 -3:15

Keeping it Real: Writing Relevant and Relatable
Fiction for Today's Tweens and Teens

We all know reading broadens the mind. You know it, I
know it, it is known. So it makes sense to foster a love
of reading in the tweens and teens of today. From
keeping an open mind, to developing empathy, and
everything in between, reading fiction sets the youth
of today on the path to success. But how exactly does
one write a book for such an impressionable age?

Sunday

3:30 - 5:00

Wendi Threlkeld
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Audience
participation!

Join Emmy award-winning former TV news producer
and author Mari Mancusi, #1 Amazon bestselling
author Andrew J Brandt, and USA Today bestselling
author Aileen Erin as they talk about the value,
purpose, and craft of writing for such a vulnerable and
raw audience. Moderated by A.G. Howard.

Book Readings (Kids Edition)

Andrew J Brandt

S.J. Dahlstrom

A.G. Howard

Dan-Dwayne Spencer

Writing Workshops
Saturday

10:30 - 12:00

The Five Elements of a Great Opening with
Darynda Jones

Have you ever been told you’re starting your story in
the wrong place, that your opening falls flat, or that
your characters fail to impress? Every opening needs
five components to hook an audience, capture a
reader’s attention, lure her to the next page, and leave
her breathless. Darynda will discuss these elements,
give examples from those who have used them
XXXXXX

Saturday

12:30 - 2:00

2:30 - 4:00

NY Times and USA Today Bestselling Author Darynda
Jones has won numerous awards for her work,
including a prestigious Romance Writers of America
RITA®, a Golden Heart, and a Daphne du Maurier.

Bleeding on the Page: Writing Emotion with
Laura Drake

Whether you write suspense, mystery, memoirs, or
romance, one of the most important tools in a writer’s
toolbox is the ability to express true emotion on the
page. Emotion is the glue that binds a reader to your
characters and to you as an author. Laura will explain
the tools you'll need to achieve and refine this skill,
including pacing, visceral responses, and expanding
and contracting time. She'll illustrate their use by
breaking down examples from bestselling authors'
novels.

Saturday

successfully, then show you how to take what might
seem impossible and conquer it like a pro.

Laura Drake's first novel, The Sweet Spot, was a
double-finalist and then won the 2014 Romance
Writers of America® RITA® Award. She's since
published 11 more novels. She is a founding member
of Women's Fiction Writers Association, Writers in the
Storm blog, as well as a member of Western Writers of
America, and Women Writing the West.

Connecting with Readers: Promoting Books on
a Budget

Learn how to connect with readers in affordable ways.
We will cover tips on issues such as podcasting,
speaking events, designing programs for museums,
utilizing keywords and hashtags to make your posts
“sticky,” and opportunities on social media. We will
give examples, discuss the mistakes we’ve made, and
the things we’ve done right. You can propel your work

and connect with readers without breaking the bank.
Q&A will follow as time permits.
Natalie Bright is the author of a cookbook, a middlegrade mystery series, an easy-reader series, and (with
coauthor Denise F. McAllister) a Western romance
XXXX
(next page)
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Writing Workshops
(continued)

Saturday

2:30 - 4:00

Connecting with Readers: Promoting Books on
a Budget, continued

series. She blogs every Friday at Prairie Purview about
the Texas Panhandle and Western history.
Two-time SPUR Award-winner Jane Little Botkin is a
retired teacher turned historical investigator and
nonfiction author. The Girl Who Dared to Defy: Jane
Street and the Rebel Maids of Denver, a University of
Oklahoma Press release, is her newest book. Digging
deep into research, she discovers personal narratives
of American families with compelling stories of
western women, labor radicals, miners, lawmen, and
outlaws in settings rich with a history that transitions
into the New West.

Saturday

4:30 - 6:00

1:30 - 3:00

Rick Treon writes about life and death in the Lone Star
State. His thriller Let the Guilty Pay was nominated for
the 2021 Silver Falchion Award for Best Suspense
Novel, and Divided States was named a finalist in the
2021 Best Thriller Book Awards. His debut novel, Deep
Background, won the PenCraft Award for Literary
Excellence in Suspense.

Ask an Agent: A (Virtual) Q&A with Sara Megibow

Confused about the publishing process? Not sure how
to get a book published? Not sure what a book is?
Come ask kt literary senior agent Sara Megibow all
your publishing questions! She'll be hosting a virtual
Q&A session where attendees can learn the ins and
outs of a publishing process, what a literary agent is,
what agents like to see, and the most pressing
concern of all... what on earth is a slush pile!?
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Randi Samuelson-Brown writes award-winning
historical fiction and has always enjoyed uncovering
strange and obscure historical facts. The Dark Range
Series – Brand Chaser is her newest release from
Wolfpack Publishing.

Picking up the Pace: How to Write Page-Turning
Fiction with Rick Treon

Do you have trouble hooking readers in the first
chapter or do you suffer from a saggy middle? Awardwinning author Rick Treon will instruct authors of all
genres and skill levels how to make their stories
unputdownable. Keeping readers turning pages is
part art, part science, and Rick gives an overview of
both!

Sunday

Chris Mullen, author of the Rowdy series, was named
the winner for Westerns in the 2020 American Fiction
Awards (American Book Fest), a 2020 Best Book
Finalist (Amreican Book Fest), and a 2021 Selah
Awards 3rd place Winner. He’s also won the 2019
Connie Wootton Excellence in Teacher award and
believes, above all else, in living your dreams.

Sara Megibow, Senior Agent (Pronouns: She/Her,
Salutation: Ms.) is a literary agent with kt literary out
of Highlands Ranch, CO. She has worked in publishing
since 2006 and represents New York Times bestsellers
authors including Margaret Rogerson, Roni Loren,
Jason M. Hough and Jaleigh Johnson. She specializes
in launching debut authors and working on long-term
career development and profit strategy with them.

Writing Workshops
Sunday

3:30 - 5:00

Passion in the Pen: A Poetry Workshop with
Juan Juan Chen-Henderson

This session is an open discussion of poetry. JJ Chen
will provide sample poems to discuss. Topics will
touch upon poetry's major elements, including story
and structure.
JJ Chen Henderson publishes fiction and poetry in
literary reviews and poetry magazines. Her work
XXXXX

appears in journals such as Poetry East, Fourteen
Hills, Freshwater Review, The Pointed Circle, The
Clackamas Review, and SLANT, to name a few, with
more forthcoming. Henderson recently published her
novel “When Stones Bloom”, a moving story of a
Chinese mother and her daughter, and is the
culmination of over nearly twenty years of soul
searching.

On the Lawn
Saturday

Saturday

Cary Banks of the Maine
Brothers Band

Lubbock Animal Shelter:
Adoptions

Cary is a professional musician, award-winning
songwriter and television host, and music educator.
As a member of the Maines Brothers Band (recording
albums on Mercury Records), Cary was inducted into
the West Texas Walk of Fame in Lubbock Texas.

Meet a new, furry friend today at the Lubbock Animal
Shelter Adoptions Area! Visit the cuddly, cute critters
up for adoption and learn about how the Lubbock
Animal Shelter helps the animals in our community.

Sunday

Sunday

Kite Flying Demo by Nathan
Masten of Caprock Kites

Country Music with Cathy
Jewell

Delight your senses with Nathan Masten's high flying
kite demonstration! His stunning skyward acrobatics
will leave you dazzled and amazed as his kites swoop,
dip, dive, swipe, and float along the breeze!

Cathy has won many awards in her singing career. She
is a 2019 AWA Pure Country Female Vocalist of the
Year, 2020 CMA of Texas Artist of the Year, 2021 Pure
Country Female Artist of the Year Award winner.

12:00 - 12:45

1:00 - 5:00

12:00 - 4:00

3:00 - 3:45
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International and NYT best-selling author
Anita Grace Howard lives in the Texas
panhandle. She is most at home weaving
the melancholy and macabre into
settings and scenes, twisting the
expected into the unexpected. She’s
inspired by all things flawed, utilizing the
complex loveliness of human conditions
and raw emotions to give her characters
life, then turning their world upside
down so the reader’s blood will race.

Works include: Splintered series, RoseBlood, Stain, Shades of Rust and Ruin,
The Haunted Hearts Legacy series, The Wisdom of Blood

AILEEN ERIN
YA FANTASY

USA Today bestselling author Aileen Erin
is half-Irish, half-Mexican, and 100% nerd
—from Star Wars (prequels don’t count)
to Star Trek (TNG FTW), she reads Quenya
and some Sindarin, and has a severe
fascination with the supernatural. Aileen
has a BS in Radio-TV-Film from the
University of Texas at Austin, and an MFA
in Writing Popular Fiction from Seton Hill
University. She lives with her husband
and daughter in Austin, and spends her
days doing her favorite things: reading
books, creating worlds, and kicking ass.

Works include: Alpha Girls series, Aunare Chronicles series

ALICE LILES
ESSAYS

Alice Liles, from Muleshoe, Texas, taught
secondary reading and English for thirtyone years. Upon retiring in 2004, she
started a blog, The Bright Lights of
Muleshoe, with stories about Muleshoe's
history, citizens, and events. Her second
book, Adventures Down My Texas Rabbit
Hole, is due for publication later this year
with stories about Muleshoe, Texas,
animals she has loved, and personal
stories that reflect the human
experience known to everyone.

Works include: The Bright Lights of Muleshoe

Our Authors & Panelists

A.G. HOWARD
YA FANTASY
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ANDREW J BRANDT
YOUNG ADULT

Andrew J Brandt is the #1 Amazon
bestselling author of multiple novels,
including the Pencraft award-winning
and Reading the West-nominated Mixtape
for the End of the World. His novels have
been optioned for television and film. A
graduate of West Texas A&M University,
Andrew resides in Texas with his wife and
children. In theory, he is hard at work on
his next novel. In reality, however, he is
on the patio, beer in hand, watching his
beloved Chicago Cubs.

Works include: Palo Duro, Mixtape for the End of the World, Picture
Unavailable

AUNTIE NANN
CHILDREN'S

CJ, AKA Auntie Nann, spent twenty years
touring the world. Upon retirement, she
followed her dreams and became a
published author in 2018 and an Amazon
bestselling author in 2022. She has
published 20+ books, the Founder of The
Authors Porch podcast, blog, and
magazine, and wherever she's in the
world, you can find a dog at her feet and
a keyboard close by.
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Works include: The Papaw Chronicles, The Roscoe and Charlie series

BEN DONLEY
MYSTERY/THRILLER

Seasoned Life Coach, Ordained Spiritual
Director,
Genre-bending
Author,
Relationship Guide, and self-proclaimed
Deep Thinker, Ben Donley permanently
exists in Lubbock, Texas, after living
everywhere from Guangzhou, China, to
Los Angeles, California. Ben, a Biblebelieving Christian, has written eight
adult books (3 fiction, 5 non-fiction) and
six children's books with his co-creator
(Snapp&Redden).
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Works include: MeZuss, The Tiny Bang

mostly on area ranches. At seventeen he
joined the Marines, ultimately serving as
a chief scout-sniper and later in
counterintelligence. After graduating
from college with honors, Ben had a
career in the Texas Highway Patrol. He
and his wife have two sons, both
Annapolis graduates.

Works include: Yonderings: Trails and Memories of the Big Bend, Destiny's Way,
Out There: Essays on the Lower Big Bend

BRANDI WILLIS SCHREIBER

MEMOIR

Brandi Willis Schreiber is an author of
poetry, nonfiction, and prize-winning
short fiction. A longtime native of West
Texas and graduate of Texas Tech
University, her work has appeared in a
variety of journals and poetry reviews, All
Things Dickinson: An Encyclopedia of Emily
Dickinson's World, short story collections,
and elsewhere. Her most recent book, A
Long Walk with Mary: A Personal Search
for the Mother of God, is a spiritual memoir
about a year searching for the Virgin
Mary.

Works include: A Long Walk with Mary: A Personal Search for the Mother of God

BRIAN DINUZZO
SHORT STORIES

Brian DiNuzzo earned a PhD in
Humanities in 2019 from the University
of Texas at Dallas. His short stories have
won several awards and have appeared
in Four Chambers, Qwerty, and Echo Ink
Review, to name a few. He has also
worked in higher education as an
administrator and professor for over
fifteen years.

Works include: Hoaxes and Other Stories

Our Authors & Panelists

Ben H. English is an eighth-generation
BEN H. ENGLISH
HISTORIAL NONFICTION Texan who grew up in the Big Bend,
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BRYAN HOTCHKINS, PHD
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NONFICTION

Bryan is a tenured professor at Texas
Tech University, published researcher
and lecturer who is one of the leading
intellectual voices in the nation about
how to successfully overcome race-based
stressors. In his book, My Black is
Exhausted: Forever in Pursuit of a Racistfree World Where Hashtags Don't Exist, Dr.
Hotchkins eloquently unpacks the arc of a
racialized global history, as connected to
the present, in order to explain why
having an ability to avert racism is a must!

Works include: My Black is Exhausted: Forever in Pursuit of a Racist-free World
Where Hashtags Don't Exist

CARRIE BLAIR
NONFICTION

Carrie Blair shares stories of her personal
struggles, hoping to inspire others to
seek and trust Jesus. She wakes every
day with the mission of shining His light
with a groovy attitude. Carrie and Mr. B
have been married for 41 years and work
together as insurance agents to support
their habit of being doting grandparents.

Works include: Its All About Love - One Groovy Chick's Journey to Grace, Write
Them on Your Heart, The Great Teacher's Questions, Sparks of Joy

CHARLES D'AMICO
MYSTERY/THRILLER

Charles has always had a gift to write,
and when he had an injury after college
he decided to start writing full time.
Though he quickly took on a job and
sidelined it he continued to write until
the day would come he felt ready. Now
with more experience, knowledge and
time Charles is dedicated to bring his life
experience and tone to the literary world
through his Neil Baggio Suspense series
and his other novels such as One Golden
Day.
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Works include: The Neil Baggio Suspense series, One Golden Day

Chris Mullen is an award-winning author
from Richmond, TX. His YA Western
series, Rowdy, brings excitement and
adventure and a clean, traditional story
about a teenage boy learning the value
of loyalty, relationships, responsibility,
and perseverance to readers of all ages.
He currently writes for Wise Wolf Books
and has just signed for an additional
three Rowdy books due out spring 2023.

Works include: the Rowdy series

DAN-DWAYNE SPENCER
FANTASY

Dan-Dwayne Spencer is a graduate of
Texas Tech University, a retired publicschool teacher of 24 years, and was once
an Art Director for two Texas news
channels. He says his writing has two
purposes. One is pure entertainment,
and the second is to be a single voice
among the many cries of modern
culture. In general, a proper fantasy
novel is actually an allegory for life's
obstacles and how we overcome them.

Works include: The Secret King, The Ushering Series, Premediated
Pandemonium

DANIEL GARCÍA ORDAZ
POETRY

TEDx Speaker Daniel García Ordaz, a.k.a.
The Poet Mariachi, a Texas-based
teacher and author from McAllen, is an
established voice in Latino and Mexican
American poetry. His work has been
taught and written about by academics
across the U.S. and abroad and he is a
2018 Pushcart Prize nominee. García has
an MFA in Creative Writing from The
University of Texas Rio Grande Valley. He
is the 2023 McAllen Poet Laureate.

Works include: You Know What I'm Sayin'?, Cenzontle/Mockingbird: Songs of
Empowerment, Cenzontle/Mockingbird: (YA Version): Songs of Empowerment

Our Authors & Panelists

CHRIS MULLEN
YA WESTERNS
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DARYNDA JONES
MYSTERY/THRILLER

New York Times and USA Today
Bestselling Author Darynda Jones has
won numerous awards for her work,
including a prestigious RITA®, a Golden
Heart®, and a Daphne du Maurier. She
lives in New Mexico with her husband
and two beautiful sons, the Mighty,
Mighty Jones Boys.

Works include: the Charley Davidson series, the Sunshine Vicram series, the
Betwixt and Between series, the Darklight series
DIANNE SMITHWICK-BRADEN

MYSTERY/THRILLER

Dianne Smithwick-Braden is a native
Texan raised on the family farm near
Vernon, Texas. She seasons her
mysteries with a little romance, a dash
of adventure, and a touch of humor.
She currently resides in Amarillo, Texas
with her husband, Richard.

Works include: The Wilbarger County series, Coded for Murder

E R BILLS
NONFICTION HISTORY

E. R. Bills is an award-winning journalist
and author from Fort Worth, Texas. His
nonfiction
works
include
Texas
Obscurities: Stories of the Peculiar,
Exceptional and Nefarious (History Press
2013), The 1910 Slocum Massacre: An Act
of Genocide in East Texas (History Press
2014), and Texas Oblivion: Mysterious
Disappearances, Escapes and Cover-Ups
(History Press 2021). His fiction includes
Pendulum Grim (Ingram Spark, 2020) and
he was the co-creator of Road Kill: Texas
Horror by Texas Writers.

Works include: Texas Obscurities: Stories of the Peculiar, Exceptional &
Nefarious, Texas Oblivion, Mysterious Disappearances, Escapes, and Cover-Ups

Eliza Lainn loves fantastical stories full of
magic, mayhem, and monsters, though
she’s been known to read through some
science fiction now and again. She has
an unhealthy obsession with billowing
coats, can’t throw a battle axe to save
her life, and daydreams constantly about
what it would be like to have
superpowers. When not writing, she’s
probably losing at a new board game
against her brother or crocheting
another animal toy.

Works include: The Apparition Investigation series, The Einherjar Games
duology, Strong Female Protagonist

FOURTYNINETH
GAME DESIGN

Self-published author of Dungeons &
Dragons supplements. His formal
training incudes an undergraduate
psychology degree, computer science,
and operating a nuclear reactor. He
prefers to challenge the assumptions
of the test, rather than give correct
answers. His experiences standing
watch in the Navy piqued his interest in
philosophical discussions, and these
kinds of moral quandaries manifest in
his storytelling.

Works include: Prim Ventus

GIGI CHENG
POETRY

Currently, Gigi Cheng is studying at
Texas Tech University, working towards
a Bachelor's degree in English with a
concentration in Creative Writing. She
hopes to someday earn her PhD in
English, become a professor, and inspire
younger generations the way her
professors, teachers, and counselors
have. Years of battling mental illness has
led her to pursue poetry and publish the
book, The Train to Nowhere.

Works include: The Train to Nowhere

Our Authors & Panelists

ELIZA LAINN
YA FANTASY
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JACQUELINE E. SMITH
ROMANCE

Jacqueline E. Smith is the author of the
Cemetery Tours series, the Boy Band
series, and several other books. She
lives with her three-legged black cat
Nova in Dallas, Texas and she loves
wildlife, scented candles, and BTS.

Works include: The Cemetery Tours series, The Boy Band series, Trashy
Romance Novel, Trashy Suspense Novel, Shipwreck Girl

JAMES DOUCETTE
HISTORICAL FICTION

James (Jim) Doucette is a retired
business man. Moved to Texas in 1984
and owns the Flat Top Mountain ranch
near Quitaque, Texas. He's been in the
cattle business since 1989. He loves
training horses and giving riding
lessons.
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Works include: The Last Assassination, Russia's Biggest Hack, The Flat Top
Mountain Ranch: The Beginning

JAMES STODDARD
FANTASY

James Stoddard's short stories have
appeared in SF publications such as
Amazing Stories and The Magazine of
Fantasy and Science Fiction. His stories,
The Battle of York, and The First Editions,
were included in Eos Books’ The Year’s
Best SF, and Tors’ The Year's Best
Fantasy, respectively. His novel, The High
House, won the Compton Crook Award for
best fantasy by a new novelist and was
nominated for several other awards. Two
sequels, The False House and Evenmere
followed.

Works include: The Evenmere series; Liberty Bell and the Last American; The
Back of the Beyond; The Night Land, A Story Retold

Award-winning author Jane (Janie) Little
Botkin served as a public-school teacher
for thirty years before turning to historical
investigation and writing. In 2008 the
Texas state legislature honored her career
in education by formal resolution, and
recently she was elected to the Western
Writers of America (WWA) board of
directors, Jane's biographies have won
numerous awards, including two
prestigious Spur Awards from the WWA.
Jane is currently researching for her
biography of Molly Dyer Goodnight.

Works include: The Girl Who Dared to Defy : Jane Street and the Rebel Maids of
Denver, Frank Little and the IWW

JARED KITCHENS
FANTASY

Jared Kitchens writes when he has time
in between being a full-time Gifted and
Talented teacher, a father of two, a
loving husband of one, and a researcher
of anything from word etymologies to
obscure names of moths and flowers.
He's the author of four self-published
books in the fantasy series The
Anachronist Chronicles.

Works include: Seasons of the Wither, The Temporal Trinity, Quondam et
Futurus, Spiral Sisterhood

JEFFERSON MARSHALL
MIDDLE GRADE

Jefferson Marshall was born in Marshall,
TX, and grew up in Wolfforth, TX. He
graduated from Wayland Baptist
University in 2013. Marshall currently
teaches English at the secondary level.
Marshall writes a children's series based
on the Texas State Parks. Marshall hopes
to inspire a love for nature through
reading.

Works include: The Creatures of Caprock Canyons, The Palo Duro Lighthouse
Race, The Timeless Garner

Our Authors & Panelists

JANE LITTLE BOTKIN
NONFICTION HISTORY

21

Our Authors & Panelists
22

JORDAN REED
MYSTERY/THRILLER

Jordan is the second local addition to the
Blue Handle library of authors. He grew up
in Panhandle, Texas, and graduated from
West Texas A&M University with a degree
in Engineering Technology. He currently
lives with his wife and child in Sanford,
Texas, and works at Plemons-StinnettPhillips Consolidated Independent School
District in nearby Stinnett. Reed has a
black belt in karate and enjoys exploring
used bookstores such as The Burrowing
Owl in Amarillo and Canyon.

Works include: The Wizard's Brew

KARIN MCCAY
CHILDREN'S

You see Karin McCay with Abner Euresti
on KCBD Newschannel 11 at 6 and 10
every night. What you don't see is
someone who has always dreamed of
writing children's stories. Karin has
published 4 stories but there are many
more in her office at home, waiting to be
printed and shared with more children.
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Works include: Marvin and the Giant Bubble, Marvin and the Surprise Package,
Marvin and the Big Race, the Frog with ASD

KEITH WEST
FANTASY

By
day
Keith
West
teaches
impressionable young people his bad
habits (of which there are many). By
night he tells lies for fun and profit (more
fun than profit). He writes in the genres
of fantasy, science fiction, mystery, and
horror, often at the same time.

Works include: Farmhouse of the Dead, Tales from the Otherverse, Death's Sting,
Rocket's Red Glare

Kerry has been writing stories since
preschool. Her favorite genre is science
fiction, but she was inspired by her late
Tibetan Mastiff Hoss to create a
children's series of his adventures
exploring the world. Her day job as a
political scientist with expertise in
international security and conflict tends
to be more serious, so she makes sure to
keep imagining and writing (and walking
the dogs) to stay light-hearted.

Works include: Are We There, Yeti?; The Lying, Lying Lion; Wallaby Walkabout

KIM HUNT HARRIS
MYSTERY/THRILLER

Kim Hunt Harris is the USA Today and Wall
Street Journal bestselling author of the
Trailer Park Princess Christian cozy
mystery series. Kim knew she wanted to
be a writer before she even knew how to
write. When her parents read bedtime
stories to her, she knew she wanted to be
a part of the story world. She started out
writing children’s stories, and her stories
grew as she did. She discovered a gift for
humor and a love for making people
laugh with her tales, and the Trailer Park
Princess series was born.

Works include: The Trailer Park Princess series

KJ WATERS
SCI-FI

KJ Waters is the international bestselling
author of the Stealing Time series and is
working on a new series. In addition to
her writing, she runs KJ Waters
Consultancy,
providing
author
consulting services covering publishing,
author branding, and marketing. She has
a Master’s in Business and over 20 years
of experience in the marketing field.

Works include: Stealing Time, Shattering Time, Killing Time, Blow: A Short Story
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LANCE STANFORD
COMICS & CHILDREN'S

Following his love for comics and
children's books Lance brings his own
stories to pop culture landscape.
Whether fighting off zombie hordes,
having dinner with Santa or discovering
new alien species, there are stories for
everyone. He also brings the latest is
nerd news on his podcast, The Night
Nerd!

Works include: The Embassy; Santa's Kitchen; Len, the Littlest Light; We the People

LARISSA GAIL
ROMANCE

Larissa Gail lives in Texas with her
husband of too many years to count. After
successfully raising two children and
retiring from teaching, she embarked on
her writing journey and published her first
book, Coaching Carly, in November 2018.
Her sweet with a side of spicy romances
are set in small towns in Texas and
Colorado. When not writing, Larissa Gail
enjoys spoiling her grandkids, traveling
with her husband in their RV, and getting
lost in a good book.

Works include: Love in Oaktown series, Love in the Rockies series

LAURA DRAKE
ROMANCE

Laura Drake's first novel, The Sweet Spot,
was a double-finalist and then won the
2014 Romance Writers of America® RITA®
Award. She's since published 11 more
novels. She is a founding member of
Women's Fiction Writers Association,
Writers in the Storm blog, as well as a
member of Western Writers of America,
and Women Writing the West.

Works include: Days Made of Glass, A Cowboy for Keeps, The Sweet Spot, The Reasons
to Stay, Twice in a Blue Moon, Cowboy Karma, The Last True Cowboy, The Road to Me

Linda Broday is a New York Times
bestselling author of over 35 historical
western romance novels, novellas, and
short stories. Lubbock is her home and
she belongs to the Caprock Writers and
Illustrators Alliance. If she listens closely
enough, she can hear voices of the past
whispering in her ear.

Works include: A Man of Legend, A Cowboy Christmas Legend, Knight on the Texas
Plains, The Outlaw's Mail Order Bride, Fancy

MAHOGANY LATREESE

NONFICTION PARENTING

Dr. Rosalind Willis is a author of 13 books
2 International Bestseller’s. She is a
publisher and Global Leader. She is the
founder of BPMI Ladies Club Global,
where she hosts Ladies Empowerment
teas every 3 months to encourage the
Ladies in her community and globally.

Works include: Oceans Journeys series, Paw Paw Baby Bunk-n-a-boo

MARI MANCUSI
CHILDREN'S

Mancusi is an Emmy award-winning
former TV news producer and author of
more than two dozen sci-fi/fantasy books
for kids, teens and adults. Her bestselling
series have been chosen as featured
selections in the Scholastic Book Fairs
and clubs and have been selected by the
American Library Association as “Quick
Picks for Reluctant Readers” and
“Popular Paperbacks.” In addition to
writing, Mari is an avid cosplayer, horror
aficionado, and MMORPG gamer.

Works include: Disney's Frozen: Dangerous Secrets, Disney's Frozen: Polar Nights, New
Dragon City, Dragon Ops series
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MARY ANDREWS
YA SCI-FI

Currently the fourth director of the Write
Right Critique Group in Lubbock, Texas,
Mary coaches aspiring authors and
networks with published members to
share knowledge and experiences
acquired along the way. She continues to
follow her muse, or rather, document its
whereabouts, from a recreational past
through the Society for Creative
Anachronisms and Texas Comic Cons, to
the barely unfolding universes in her mind.
She invites all to visit the pages of her
website, www.FirebornChronicles.com.

Works include: The Fireborn Chronicles series

MAX MCNABB
HISTORICAL FICTION

Max McNabb is a writer from Lubbock,
Texas,
and
the
editor
of
TexasHillCountry.com. He grew up on
the family farm outside of Ropesville,
Texas. Though Norm Macdonald once
called Max a “lonesome drifter,” he still
lives in West Texas. He is the author of
the Beloved Captive Trilogy: Far Blue
Mountains, Deathsong, and Sky Burial.

Works include: Far Blue Mountains, Deathsong

M.E. CARTER
ROMANCE

M.E. Carter is a sports romance author
who loves living in her stories. When
she's not writing, she's a translation
editor and beta reader. She lives in
Lubbock with her 4 kids and 5 pets.

Works include: The Hart series, The #MyNewLife series, The Florida Glaze series, The
Charitable Endeavors series

Author, blogger, speaker, writing books
for adults and kids mostly centering
around the people, places and history of
the American West. Member of Western
Writers of America. Fan of dusty
museums, friendly people and Texas
sunsets. She blogs every Friday at
Prairie Purview about the Texas
Panhandle and Western history.

Works include: The Wild Cow Ranch series, Rescue Animal series, Trouble in Texas
series, Keep 'Em Full and Keep 'Em Rollin' Cookbook

NEAL ABBOTT
LITERARY FICTION

Neal Abbott is a Creative Writer and
blogger. He writes literary and historical
fiction and some non-fiction. He's
published 12 novels and 6 non-fiction
books, and he even has a children's
book.

Works include: Telemachus, Zebra, Boss, and Roulette

NORMAL SHULMAN, PHD
BIOGRAPHY

Norman M. Shulman has been a
psychologist in both public and private
sectors since 1975. Dr. Shulman has
specialized in trauma interventions and
family therapy. His avid interest in
history, particularly Jewish military
history, contributed to the development
of this book. He maintains a private
practice in Lubbock, Texas, where he
lives with his wife.

Works include: Love, Norm: Inspiration of a Jewish American Fighter Pilot
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PATRICK HANFORD
MYSTERY/THRILLER

Patrick Hanford is a mystery/suspense
fiction author. After several short stories
were published, he expanded to novels
with his first published in March 2022.
His second novel will be released in
August 2022. As a physician, he interjects
his medical background to develop
mental and physical blemishes within
his characters.

Works include: Fabricated Lies, The Creation of Marla Adams

RANDI SAMUELSON-BROWN
CONTEMPORARY WESTERN

Randi Samuelson-Brown is from
Colorado, and Brand Chaser is the first
book in the Dark Range series. When not
writing, Randi is out riding horses and
doing research for the next book. One of
the unexpected joys of becoming an
author is all the fabulous people she gets
to meet. Randi is published with Five
Star, TwoDot and WolfPack publishers.

Works include: Brand Chaser - Dark Range Series, Market Street Madam, The Bad Old
Days of Colorado, Librarians of the West: A Quartet

RICK TREON
MYSTERY/THRILLER

Rick Treon writes about life and death in
the Lone Star State. His thriller Let the
Guilty Pay was nominated for the 2021
Silver Falchion Award for Best Suspense
Novel, and Divided States was named a
finalist in the 2021 Best Thriller Book
Awards. His debut, Deep Background,
won the PenCraft Award for Literary
Excellence in Suspense. Before making up
stories, he worked as a reporter and top
editor for several newspapers in Texas,
where he still lives and writes. For more
information, visit ricktreon.com.

Works include: Divided States, The Price of Silence, Let the Guilty Pay, Deep
Background

S.J. Dahlstrom lives and writes in West Texas
with his wife and children. A fifth-generation
Texan, Dahlstrom’s Wilder Good series has
won the Western Heritage Wrangler Award
three times, the Will Rogers Medallion four
times, finalist for the Lamplighter Award
three times, and twice a Spur finalist from the
Western Writers of America. Interested in all
things outdoors and creative, he writes
poetry while bowhunting and collects
wildflower seeds when doing ranch work. He
lives by the twin mottos ‘Be Wilder’ and ‘Find
Beauty’ and is happiest when he doesn’t have
to comb his hair.

Works include: The Adventures of Wilder Good series

SARA MEGIBOW
LITERARY AGENT

Sara Megibow, Senior Agent (Pronouns:
She/Her, Salutation: Ms.) is a literary agent
with kt literary out of Highlands Ranch, CO.
She has worked in publishing since 2006 and
represents New York Times bestsellers
authors including Margaret Rogerson, Roni
Loren, Jason M. Hough and Jaleigh Johnson.
She specializes in launching debut authors
and
working
on
long-term
career
development and profit strategy with them.
She is a graduate of Northwestern University
with degrees in Women’s Studies, Gender
Studies and American History.

SEAN LAUGHLIN
HEXABOROS GAMES

So you're going to put everything I say
into the event guide? You've already
started? Uh, Sean is a Lubbock native
who graduated from Texas Tech
University. He is an avid game player and
enjoys reading fantasy novels in his free
time. Is that it?

Our Authors & Panelists

S.J. DAHLSTROM
MIDDLE GRADE

29

Our Authors & Panelists
30

SHANNON MYERS
ROMANCE

Shannon is a born and raised Texan. She
grew up inventing clever stories, usually
to get herself out of trouble. Her mother
was not amused. In junior high, she began
writing fractured fairy tales from the
villain's point of view and that was the
moment she knew that she was going to
use her powers for evil instead of good.
She resides in the Texas desert with a
posse of men (nothing like she’d
imagined in fantasies) and plethora of fur
babies.

Works include: From This Day Forward Duet, Silent Phoenix MC series, Operation Duet,
Through the Woods

STERLING CHANEY
CHILDREN'S

Sterling Chaney is an author/illustrator
from West Texas. He received his BFA in
Sequential Art from the Savannah
College of Art and Design in 2016. He
specializes in making goofy comic books
and children's books that can be enjoyed
by all ages.

Works include: Dave Gets a Turtle, Chicken Sheriff

TEDDY JONES
LITERARY FICTION

Teddy Jones is the author of five
published novels, Halfwide, Well Tended,
Jackson’s Pond, Texas, Slanted Light, the
second in the Jackson’s Pond, Texas
series, and the third, Making It Home, as
well as a collection of short stories,
Nowhere Near. Her short fiction received
the Gold Medal First Prize in the FaulknerWisdom competition in 2015. Jackson’s
Pond, Texas was a finalist for the 2014
Willa Award in contemporary fiction from
Women Writing the West. Jones grew up
in a small Texas town, Iowa Park.

Works include: Jackson's Pond, Texas Series; Nowhere Near: Stories; Well Tended

Thomas D. Mooney is a freelance writer,
journalist, and podcast from the Far
West Texas town of Ft. Stockton, Texas.
Primarily
covering
country
and
Americana music, his work has been
read in the likes of Rolling Stone, Texas
Monthly, and Texas Music Magazine.

Works include: The Lubbock Way: A Collection Of Wallflower Vignettes Lubbock Music,
2015-17

THOMAS NICHOLS
MYSTERY/THRILLER

A graduate of the University of Arizona,
Magna Cum Laude, the FBI National
Academy, FBI Executive Development
Program, and the Senior Management
Institute for Police at Harvard University,
Chief Nichols retired after 50 years of
police service. An award-winning
novelist, he has authored 8 novels and
several screenplays.

Works include: The Russian, We Were Young Once..., Color of the Prism, The Spy
Among Us

WENDI THRELKELD
MIDDLE GRADE

As a journalism major, Threlkeld
witnessed how true stories can
powerfully knit humanity together. As a
teacher she observed students going
through school asleep. She saw the most
brilliant concepts of the universe taught
from materials written as if they were
recipes for saltless broth. But as a child,
she witnessed everything from physics
to theology living around her, professing
their undeniable truths through animals,
habitats and the atmosphere.

Works include: Stolen Whinnies, Mercy's Rise
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WILL BRANDON
MYSTERY/THRILLER

In her career as award-winning writer and
editor, Barbara Brannon of Spur, Texas, digs
deep into the history of the Lone Star State
and travels many miles of Texas’s highways
and byways. Her history articles have
appeared in the Journal of the Wild West
History Association, Authentic Texas Magazine,
and Lubbock Magazine, and her Westernthemed poems in Weaving the Terrain: 100Word Southwestern Poems and Bearing the
Mask: Southwest Persona Poems. She holds
the M.A. and Ph.D. in from the University of
South Carolina, where she studied with
novelist and poet James Dickey.

Works include: The Wolf Hunt: A Tale of the Texas Badlands, The Paragraph Ranch
series, The Ferries of North Carolina: Traveling the State's Nautical Highways
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PUBLISHERS &
BOOKSELLERS
An independent bookstore & publisher in downtown Lubbock, with
books of all genres for all ages. This local, women-owned bookstore
offers events, book discussions, and a community for readers. In
addition, they created and manage the Wild Lark Books Fund. With book
publishing being one of the most hurdle-ridden and financially
demanding forms of artistic expression, the Wild Lark Books Fund helps
make publishing affordable and accessible for all.
Folkways Press is a newly founded independent publishing company
dedicated to the unconventional, the extraordinary, and the voices of
those who’ve been pushed to the margins for far too long. With each
book we publish, we strive to promote literacy, support charitable
causes, and empower our authors and readers by taking the literary
roads less traveled. Folkways Press is led by Hannah Fields – a career
editor and writer from Texas who loves all things publishing, non-profit,
advocacy, and more.
The Friends of the Lubbock Library, Lubbock FOL, has an ongoing
relationship with Literacy Lubbock. In addition to our common
dedication to the community, we are proud to provide an annual grant to
Literacy Lubbock for use in their mission. Check out our Last Friday
Bookstore, where we sell a basement-full of books at the Mahon Library
each month. Visit our website, www.lubbockfol.org for more
information!
Texas Tech University Press (TTU Press) has been the book publishing
arm of Texas Tech University since 1971 and a member of the Association
of American University Presses since 1987. The mission of TTU Press is to
disseminate the fruits of original research by publishing rigorously peerreviewed works that compel scholarly exchange and that entertain and
enlighten the university’s broadest constituency throughout the state,
the nation, and the world. TTU Press publishes 15-20 new titles each year
and has approximately 450 titles in print. In addition to a diverse list of
nonfiction titles focused on the history and culture of Texas, the Great
Plains, and the American West, the Press publishes in the areas of natural
history, border studies, and peace and conflict studies.

33

The Lubbock Book Festival will
return in Fall 2023!

Contact us!
Literacy Lubbock
1306 9th St.
Lubbock, TX 79401
https://literacylubbock.org/
(806) 775-3636
Lubbock Public Library
Mahon Library: 1306 9th St.
Lubbock, TX 79401
https://ci.lubbock.tx.us/departments/library
(806) 775-2834

